Increased apotranscobalamin II levels in rheumatoid arthritis.
The distribution of endogenous cobalamin among serum cobalamin-binding proteins was studied in 30 patients with active rheumatoid arthritis (RA) and 27 in clinical remission. The mean total serum cobalamin concentration (holo-transcobalamin I and II) was similar in both groups of patients, whereas mean apotranscobalamin II was significantly increased in patients with active RA. The clinical significance of this finding is not yet established but it might be a useful parameter for the evaluation of disease activity in RA.